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Our$Mission

!
Health!Equity!Initiative!(HEI)!is!a!non4
profit!organization!dedicated!to
building!community,!capacity!and
communication!resources!for!health
equity.!At!the!crossroads!between!a
non4profit!public!health!management
consulting!agency!and!a!research4!and
programs4driven!organization,!Health
Equity!Initiative!seeks!to!help!advance
health!equity!through!partnership,
community!engagement,!and
evidence4based!solutions.
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Greetings!!

Welcome!to!the!first!issue!of!HEI!News!!!!

As!a!new!organization,!we!hope!that!our!news!will!prompt!feedback
from!you!all!on!our!events,!programs,!and!focus!areas.!!At!Health!Equity
Initiative,!we!use!a!systematic!approach!to!addressing!health!equity4
related!issues,!and!work!to!help!build!a!future!when!every!person!will
have!the!same!chance!to!attain!his/her!full!health!potential.!We!are!a
unique!blend!of!traditionally!separate!worlds!4!a!consulting!agency!in
public!health!+!a!research4!and!programs4driven!organization.!We!bring
this!integration!to!everything!we!do,!across!different!health!issues!and
disease!areas.!

Better!chances,!better!health:!That!is!HEI's!single!minded!focus.!We!want
to!help!improve!health!outcomes,!especially!among!ethnic!minorities,
underserved!groups,!and!other!vulnerable!populations.!And!we!are
passionately!committed!to!community!engagement!and!empowerment
as!a!core!part!of!the!solution.

Whether!you!are!a!professional!from!a!relevant!nonprofit!or!private
sector,!or!a!community!member!with!an!interest!in!contributing!to
improving!the!health!experience!of!your!family!and!other!people!in!your
neighborhood,!or!a!grantmaker!focusing!on!public!health!and/or!any!of
the!social!determinants!of!health,!we!hope!you!find!this!newsletter
helpful!and!informative.

In!this!issue,!you!will!find!sections!on:
4!Mobilizing!for!Health!Equity
4!Recent!Events:!HEI!cosponsored!film!screening/community!discussion
4!Upcoming!Events:!Health!Equity!Brown!Bag!Talks!and!Professional
Development!Workshops
4!For!Grantmakers:!How!We!Work!with!Grantmakers
4!Meet!HEI!Team:!Elena!Hoeppner
4!Feature!Article:!Achieving!Equity!in!Health
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Follow Us!

Check!out!our!website!
HEI$Website$

$
Donate!to!support!

our!mission!
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Join Our List
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!
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!
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/$Sponsor's$Corner:$Newsletter$sponsorship$benefits

We$invite$you$all$to$contact$us$with$feedback$and$ideas$for$potential
partnerships,$as$well$as$to$participate$in$our$events,$activities,$and
online$forums.$$Please$take$the$time$to$visit$our$website$at
www.healthequityinitiative.org$to$learn$about$our$consulting$and
capacity$building$services,$research$focus,$and$community$engagement
programs.$$We$want$to$hear$from$you!

Sincerely,

Renata$Schiavo,$PhD,$MA
Founding$President$and$CEO$

Mobilizing!for!Health!Equity!

Visit$our$website$and$join$the$conversation$on$our$Health!Equity
Exchange.$We$want$to$hear$about$your$communities,$and$seek$your
input$on$strategies,$priorities$and$potential$actions$that$may$help
advance$health$equity$in$your$cities.$$Your$opinion$is$important$to$us
and$may$help$shape$our$programs$as$well$as$the$programs$of$our
partners$and$others$who$work$in$the$public$health$field!$$

Recent!Events!

HEI5cosponsored!film!screening/community!discussion!on!HIV
gender!inequalities!highlighted!importance!of!issues!of!control
and!power!in!HIV!prevention!
Attendees'pointed'to'complex'gender'dynamics
 
New!York,!NY,!Oct.!19,!2011.$The$Center$for$Health,$Media,$and
Policy$(CHMP)$at$Hunter$College$facilitated$the$first$film$event$for$this
year's$series$on$Health'in'Film'and'New'Media,$featuring$"All!of!Us",$a
movie$about$women's$struggle$with$HIV$in$the$South$Bronx,$by$Emily
Abt.$$The$event$was$co/sponsored$by$Health$Equity$Initiative,$CUNY
School$of$Public$Health,$and$Health$Professions$Education$Center$at
Hunter$College.
$
The$movie$generated$strong$emotions$as
evidenced$by$the$laughs$and$tears$that
resonated$from$the$audience.$Participants,
including$community$members$from
Upper$Manhattan,$representatives$of
community$organizations,$and$CUNY
students,$commented$on$the$delicate
balance$of$power$between$partners,$which$may$lead$to$life/altering
decisions$on$important$issues$as,$for$example,$the$use$of$preventative
measures.$"How$can$we$educate$our$young$children?"$one$audience
member$asked.$Most$agreed$that$HIV$and$STD/STI$prevention$requires
open$conversations$about$sexual$decisions$from$a$young$age.$$
$
The$importance$of$working$together$on$changing$gender$dynamics$was
another$recurring$theme$of$the$discussion$that$followed$the$film
screening.$$Attendees$felt$that$teamwork$and$social$support$are$needed
to$help$women$stop$feeling$disempowered$during$conversations$with
their$male$partners$while$encouraging$"black$men$start$appreciating
more$strong$women$who$speak$their$minds."$For$more$information$on
the$Health'in'Film'and'New'Media'Series,$please$click$here.
$$
Next!event!in!this!series:$$November$17th,$2011$at$6:00$pm$at$the



CUNY%School%of%Public%Health%at%Hunter%College,%"The$Waiting$Room".
Thanks%to%CHMP%colleagues%for%organizing%and%hosting%this%series!%%

Join$Us$for$These$Upcoming$Events!$

December$1,$2011:$Health$Equity$Brown$Bag$Talks
Meet$the$professionals$who$work$for$health$equity$
Join%us%for%a%conversation%with%representatives%of%other%organizations
that%also%work%on%health%equity%to%discuss%their%key%programs,%as%well
as%opportunities%and%challenges%for%community%involvement.%%%%%%% 
 
Think National, Act Locally towards Health Equity
Presenter:%Isabel%M.%EstradaKPortales,%PhD,%MA
Director%of%Communication,%U.S.%DHHS%Office%of%Minority%Health%Resource
Center%(OMHRC)

 
Thursday,%Dec.%1,%2011 
12:30%pm%K%2:00%pm
Health%Equity%Initiative%
305%Seventh%Avenue
11th%Floor%Training%Room
New%York,%NY%%
Space%is%limited.%Free%event!
RSVP:%info@healthequityinitiative.org
 
Spring$2012$Professional$Development$Workshops
January$25th$Workshop:%Health%%Communication%in%the%New%Media
Age:%What%Has%Changed%and%What%Should%Not%Change
February$9th$Workshop:%Evaluating%Outcomes%of%New%MediaKbased
Public%Health%Programs
 
For%additional%workshop%dates%and%information,%please%click%here.%

For$Grantmakers$

How$We$Work$with$Grantmakers$
%
We%understand%the%importance%of%strategic%synergies%and%are%a%very
entrepreneurial%organization.%%We%bring%to%the%sector%truly
multidisciplinary%experiences%and%a%strong%passion%for%making%a
difference%in%people's%health%and%lives.%%We%know%how%to%make%things
happen!%By%supporting%us,%you%will%be%supporting%an%organization%that%is
committed%to%having%an%impact%...and%measuring%it....%so,%YOU%can%have%an
impact!%Click%here%to%learn%about%our%funding%vehicles%and%sponsorship
opportunities.

Meet$HEI$Team$

Elena$Hoeppner,$MPH,$Project$Manager
$
HEI%takes%a%cutting%edge%approach%to%addressing%major
public%health%issues%by%focusing%on%equity%(a%daunting
approach%to%some)%and%thus%focusing%on%all%the
conditions%and%overlapping%fields%that%shape
opportunities%to%live%a%healthy%life.%With%its%business
savvy%and%health%communication%expertise,%HEI%emphasizes%actions
with%purpose%and%quantifiable%health%outcomes.%Not%only%is%HEI's
strategic%nature%attractive,%but%its%focus%on%helping%other%organizations
work%more%effectively%immediately%multiplies%its%impact%on%the%public's



health.'It's'very'exciting'to'be'a'part'of'HEI.'

Feature'Article:'Achieving'Equity'in'Health'

Racial'and'ethnic'minorities'face'worse'health'and'health'care
disparities=but'some'interventions'have'made'a'difference'
HEI's'Favorite'Section'of'the'Article:'More%attention%to%lessening%or
eliminating%the%drivers%of%poor%health,%including%poverty,%low%levels%of%education,
and%the%health%and%safety%of%neighborhoods.'

America's'racial'and'ethnic'minorities'have'worse'health'than'whites'do
and'they'often'receive'a'lesser'standard'of'health'care.'People'who'have
limited'education'or'income'or'who'live'in'poor'neighborhoods'have
worse'health'and'health'care'resources'when'compared'to'those'who'are
better'educated'or'financially'better'off.'People'with'disabilities'are'also
in'worse'health,'and'receive'worse'health'care,'when'compared'to
people'without'disabilities...read'on''
'

Coming'Soon:'Sponsor's'Corner'

Interested'in'expanding'your'outreach'to'the'public'health,'health'care,
and'global'community?'This'section'could'be'dedicated'to'you!
Support'HEI's'newsletter'and'feature'your'publications,'news,'and
programs'that'fit'with'HEI's'mission'within'this'section'(in'addition'to
the'inclusion'of'your'logo'and'a'link'to'your'website).'Reach'1,500+
professionals'who'may'be'interested'in'your'organization'through'our
monthly'distribution'and'social'media'promotion'of'this'eMnewsletter.'
Other'newsletter'sponsorship'opportunities'are'also'available'and'are
commensurate'with'funding'levels.'''

Sincerely,
'

Health'Equity'Initiative
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