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Our	Mission
	
Health	Equity	Initiative	(HEI)	is	a	non-
profit	organization	dedicated	to
building	community,	capacity	and
communication	resources	for	health
equity.		Health		Equity	Initiative	works
to	encourage	community	action	and
partnerships	in		support	of	health
equity	while	building	capacity	of	other
organizations	and	establishing	a
research-based	roadmap	toward
progress.		
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Establishing	Health	Equity	as	a	Key	Determinant	of
Socio-Economic	Development
	
	
As	I	am	writing	this	piece,	I	realize	that	we	are	leaving
out	so	many	other	recent	events	and	accomplishments!
Things	are	moving	fast	at	Health	Equity	Initiative	as	we	have	been
fortunate	to	count	on	the	support	and	advice	of	so	many	of	our	partners
and	followers.	As	always,	I	want	to	start	by	thanking	you	all	for	your
good	wishes,	ideas,	and	contributions!

	
As	many	of	you	already	know,	HEI's	work	is	inspired	by	our	focus	on
the	social	determinants	of	health	(whether	it's	in	general,	or	in	reference
to	a	particular	health	issue	in	a	particular	place).			For	those	of	you	who
work	in	unrelated	sectors,	that	means	"the	conditions	in	which	people
are	born,	live,	work	or	age	(WHO,	2012)"	including	but	not	limited	to	the
health	system.		They	have	to	do	with	perceived	or	actual		levels	of
power	in	one's	community,	and	jobs,	transportation,	education,	housing,
social	support,	information,	literacy	levels,	etc.		They	shape	socio-
economic	opportunities	but	also	everyone's	chance	to	lead	a	healthy	life
and/or	being	able	to	adequately	cope	with	disease	and	crisis.	Programs
and	policies	that	positively	address	them	significantly	contribute	to	the
development	of	vibrant,	and	self-sustaining	communities,	and	seek	to
connect	people	with	socio-economic	opportunities!	This	is	the	work
that	our	colleagues	from	the	community	development,	grantmaking,	and
private	sectors	often	do!		Kudos	to	you	all	and	thank	you	for	the
progress	you	have	been	fueling	and/or	inspiring	in	so	many
communities!

	
Yet	people's	ability	to	connect	to	socio-economic	opportunities	is
strongly	linked	to	health	equity.			As	most	of	us	know,	ill	health
contributes	to	poverty	and	minimizes	the	impact	of	socio-economic
opportunities.			Think	for	example	of	the	death	of	a	family's	bread
winner,	or	the	time	spent	by	family	members	to	connect	elderly	people


















