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Dear all,

First, thank you to the hundreds of people who
participated in our online survey to assess potential
interest in a professional association on health
equity/health disparities! We had an overwhelming response in favor of
this idea and are gearing up for next steps, which will also include
sharing the survey's results and the great input shared by survey's
participants. Stay tuned for upcoming meetings or other means of
contacts some time later this summer. We need everyone's involvement!

As you may have noticed, this newsletter is now issued on a quarterly
basis. We hope you continue to find it a helpful resource not only on our
activities and events but also on news and trends on different topics of
interest.

These are challenging times for public health and global health's
endeavors that seek to create better chances for better health among
vulnerable and underserved populations. At HEI, we applaud the
American Public Health Association's efforts to spread the word on public
health's return on investment, or ROI, during this year's National Public
Health Week. We invite you to take a look at the APHA's resources, which
we also feature in this issue of our newsletter. Yet, we still need
everyone's involvement on spreading the world about the importance of
health equity - and public health's return on investment - in providing
disadvantaged communities with opportunities to thrive and adequately
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take care of future generations. Most important, we need everyone's
involvement on raising awareness on the many factors that contribute to
health disparities and the need for multisectoral and collaborative
solutions.

Please consider taking the HEI pledge today and supporting our work.
Another good way to start becoming involved with health equity is by
sharing our fact sheet on Why Health Equity Matters within your
professional and social networks and social media (click here to view or
download a free copy).

In the meantime, I hope you enjoy the following sections of our
newsletter:

e Mobilizing for Health Equity: Opportunities for Involvement in
Our Sports for Health Equity Program!

e HEI in the News: Why Health Equity Matters

e Recent Events: HEI April 25 Brown Bag Talk on Influencing Health
Equity-Related Policy in Urban Settings

e Upcoming Events: June 4 Online Workshop on
IMC/Communication for Behavioral Impact

e 2013 Sponsorship and Other Grant-Making Opportunities!A A

e Feature Media: Public Health is ROI: Save Money, Save Lives

e Feature Article: WHO Director-General Addresses the Sixty-Sixth
World Health Assembly

e Sponsor's Corner: Broadway Suites

Finally, please let me welcome our Communication and Social Media
summer intern, Divya Padgaonkar, who is a student at The College of New
Jersey. Welcome, Divya!

On behalf of all of us at Health Equity Initiative, a heartfelt thank you for
following us and supporting our work. Happy summer to all!

Renata Schiavo, PhD, MA
Founding President and CEO

Health Equity Initiative's Sports for Health Equity campaign is moving
to a new phase. With the generous involvement of HEI's celebrity
ambassador, Essence Carson, WNBA-All Star, NY Liberty Player and
Recording Artist, the program reached an audience of over 1.24
million people in 2012 via our mass media, new/social media, and
event-based outreach. This program aims to raise awareness among
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teens, their families, their communities, and the public at large
about health disparities and their root causes, and encourage
community action and partnerships for health equity. The program
support HEI's core mission by raising awareness of the importance of
health equity as well as key factors that contribute to health
disparities.

|30in Our Maiing List! |

As part of this effort we are now planning to develop free, ready to use,
educational materials to help middle and high schools integrate
information on health disparities and health equity into the classroom.
If you are a teacher, parent or student, we would like your input on
what type of materials and resources (activities, games, teaching aids,
etc.) you would most likely use to present this information and/or to
make this topic more appealing to students.

Help us empower the next generation of leaders by becoming
involved! Click here to support Sports for Health Equity!

Teachers, Parents, Students and Principals: If you are interested in
becoming part of our ongoing advisory group for this project and
contribute your input to the development of educational materials on
health equity/health disparities for use in middle-high school settings,

please email us at volunteer@healthequityinitiative.org.

Health Equity Initiative's Founding President, Dr. Renata Schiavo's
recent talk on Why Health Equity Matters at The College of New Jersey
(TCN]) Brown Bag Series was featured in the following news articles
and speak about the importance of health equity. This event was

organized by TCN]' Department of Communication Studies of the

School of the Arts and Communication.

Health equity: nationwide cause

Signal Contributor

By Jamie Michel
Correspondent

Renata Schiavo, a public health and health communications specialist, spoke about health disparities
across the country and the world at a Brown Bag lecture in Mayo Concert Hall on Friday, March 29
Schiavo is the founder and CEO of Health Equity Initiative, whose mission is to build community,
capacity and communication resources for health equity

*Health Equity Initiative is committed to
making a difference in people's health and
lives,” Schiavo said.

The ultimate goal of this organization is to
create better chances for better health among
disadvantaged groups.

However, some challenges arise in the face of
this, as decades of growing public health
crises have left society with more problems
than solutions
Health equity involves providing every person
with the same opportunity to stay healthy,
andlor effectively cope with disease and crisis
of conditions. It
influences economic and social development,
impacts people's life opportunities, and is a basic human right.

Renata Schiavo speaks about health equity at
this week’s Brown Bag. (Vicki Wang / Photo
Assistant)
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a Health Is A Right. Health Equity Is Our Goal

Awareness Building, Global Health by Divya Padgaonkar
wLike & Send [ 7 people like this. Be the first of your friends.

The other day | wentto see a speaker on my college campus. Her name was Renata Schiavo and she is the
founder and president of the Health Equity Initiative, a non-profit organization that s dedicated to building
community, capacity and communication resources for health equity. Staying true to her mission of spreading
awareness, she spoke to us about health equity and it's importance. | personally found the presentation pretty
interesting so | thought | would share some of her
points.

Conventionally, people tend to talk about health and
illness in the biomedical sense, as something that is
justan issues with our physical bodies. This model, fu R WNORITY | v
however, fails to take into the account the many social ‘Baens ARG R Yuvz
and economic circumstances that are powerful HEALTH E UIT
determinants of our health. Schiavo narrowed these

to influences, S, Dol
socioeconomic opportunities and access to service %G%’?f
These factors affect individual, community and social \
behaviors which then influence health outcomes. =

As many (but not enough) of us know, not everyone's
social factors are the same. As  result, health care
among different populations is not evenly distributed
Health disparities are present globally and continue reduce the opportunity for many countries to develop. There
are places and people who are more vulnerable to diseases and disasters, and it prevents them from living
fulfiling lives. The essential problem with health care in the global spectrum s the inability to provide adequate

Click here to read more about the article in The Signal.

Click here to read more about the article in NotEnoughGood.com

Request a Speaker
Interested in requesting a speaker from HEI's team for your next event?
Click here for more information and to complete a request form.

HEI's Brown Bag Talk on Influencing Health Equity- Related
Policy in Urban Settings

New York, NY April 25, 2013. In concomitance with National Minority
Health Month, Health Equity Initiative held a Health Equity Brown Bag
Talk on "Influencing Health Equity-Related Policy in Urban
Settings", featuring as presenters Simone-Marie L. Meeks, MS, Director,
Community & Legislative Outreach, Office of the President, The New

York Academy of Medicine (NYAM), and Tracy Pugh, MHS, Policy
Associate, Health Policy, NYAM.

Ms. Meeks and and Ms. Pugh discussed the New York State (NYS) drug
policy and unveiled key findings from a recently released NYAM report,
Blueprint for a Public Health and Safety Approach to Drug Policy. This
Blueprint is the result of one year research activities, which included
"community consultations across the state asking New York residents
how drug use and drug policies affected them and their neighborhoods
and what should be done to move the state forward." Other research
methods included interviews and meetings with experts,policymakers,
and service providers and an extensive literature review on the topic.

Research findings revealed significant disparities in both substance
abuse prevention, health outcomes, and the implementation of existing
drug policies within different communities and ethnic groups.
Recognizing that "New York's current policy approach to drugs is
failing", the NYAM's report seeks to "reimagine how those policies could
realize better health and public safety outcomes, through a more
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coordinated, public health-oriented approach based on the four pillars
model of prevention, treatment, harm reduction, and public safety."

Both Ms. Meeks and Ms. Pugh
discussed the importance of
comprehensive community-
driven and policy change
interventions  that address
key determinants of
behavioral health, and
| effectively prevent drug use
throughout the lifespan.

Moderated by HEI's Founding
Simone-Marie Meeks and Tracy Pugh President, Dr. Renata Schiavo
participating in the Q&A and discussion the discussion also focused on
Photo credits: Alka Mansukhani strategies for community
engagement on health policy
development, as well as the much needed integration of treatment and
preventative strategies. Thanks to HEI's board member,_Samantha
Cranko, for her leadership in organizing this event. Click here to
download a full copy of the NYAM report.

About the Health Equity
Brown Bag Talk Series

Health Equity Brown Bag Talks, a
program of Health Equity
Initiative, is an interactive series
featuring presentations
and HEI-moderated
conversations with professionals
from the public, non profit,
private, health care, and
community development sectors
who work on health equity
issues. The Brown Bag Talks
provide an avenue for
participants to discuss their key

Participants engage in a lively discussion on
strategies for community participation and
engagement on health policy programs as well as

Photo credits: Alka Mansukhani opportunities for, and challenges

to community involvement on
health equity-related topics. They are a unique forum where
participants examine/ debate central themes in the movement for
health equity as well as share best practices, strategies and
interventions within their own sectors. The series supports HEI's
ongoing efforts to encourage community members and professionals to
join across sectors, pooling resources and mobilizing for a common
cause. More Talks will be coming up in 2013. Visit our Events page to
stay updated, and stay tuned for an upcoming report on key topics from
this all series.
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Join us for this upcoming online workshop in our
New Directions in Public Health and Community
Development Series!

Communication for Behavioural Impact (COMBI): An Integrated
Model for Health and Social Change

June 4, 2013

12:00-2:00 pm (EST)

Click here for a workshop's description and registration.

Workshop Facilitator

Everold Hosein, PhD, a HEI's Advisory Council member and a Senior
Communication Advisor-Consultant for the World Health Organization
and UNICEF, is an international communication specialist (born
in Trinidad and Tobago) with over 35 years of experience in
strategic communication, integrated marketing communication,
advocacy and public relations, communication for development (C4D),
health education, and IEC (information-education-communication),
related to social development issues and behavioral impact/behavior
change. Dr. Hosein is also the Co-Director of the Global Health
Communication Research and Resources Center at Indiana University,
and an Adjunct Professor and Coordinator of the WHO-NYU
Summer Institute on IMC/Communication for Behavioral Impact
(COMBI) in Health and Social Development at New York University. He
is the founder of the strategic communication planning methodology
called COMBI - Communication for Behavioral Impact, initiated at New
York University in 1994 and refined and used at WHO since 2000 as
well as by many other international agencies and local governments,
including UNFPA, UNDP, UNICEF, Plan International, the World Bank,
and the German Development Bank. Dr. Hosein was the recipient of the
prestigious 2010 Mayhew Derryberry Award of the Public Health
Education and Health Promotion (PHEHP) section of the American
Public Health Association (APHA). Click

here for Dr. Hosein's full bio. A heartfelt thanks to Dr. Hosein for
accepting HEI's invitation as a guest facilitator/presenter!

For more information about our Professional development
Workshops and a short list of past attendees, click here.

All participants who attend at least four online workshops in our New
Directions in Public Health and Community Development series within a
6 month period will receive a Certificate in Promoting Health Equity:
Emerging Strategies and Tools. In addition, eligible professionals can
apply for Certified in Public Health (CPH) Continuing Education (CE)
credits. HEI is a pre-approved provider of CPH CE credits by
the National Board of Public Health Examiners (NBPHE). Qualifying
participants in the June 4 workshop can earn two CPH CE credits. For
more information, please email training@healthequityinitiative.org.
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Sponsoring Health Equity Initiative's events and monthly e-newsletter
provides an excellent opportunity for your organization to expand its
reach to the public health, health communication, global health,
nonprofit, healthcare and academic sectors both in the U.S. and
internationally. Our event publicity efforts and e-newsletter distribution
reach approximately 10,000 professionals via our e-mailing list and
social media promotion. HEI welcomes contributions for its events and
activities from a variety of organizations (e.g. foundations, universities,
etc.) and corporate sponsors (e.g., publishers, agencies, etc.) with an
interest in the fields of health equity, public health, health
communication, global health, and sustainable community development.

With its entrepreneurial approach, communication savvy, and
commitment to outcome evaluation, HEI knows how to make things
happen. We are committed to making sponsorship benefits work for you.
Depending on funding levels and priorities, we can customize a package
that includes a mix of the benefits listed here.

To support our scholarship fund or learn about other grant-making
opportunities, please click here.

HEI's Favorite Section of the Video is ..."Public health is a return on
investment: Prioritize public health funding...Public health is all around

us.
In honor of the

Public Health

Week, the
American Public
Evory 51 nvostod Health
&1 offoctive Association
irkplaco safoty released this
an Fam may save video showing
SAto SBin avolded how investing in
IlInossos, Injurios public health can
and fatalitios, save us money.
These
AT # & jnvestments not

APHA honors National Public Health Week 2013 witha ~ only improve our
video outlining the return on investment of prevention and health, but save

public health funding. health care costs.
It requires a
strong public health system to protect the gains we've made and ensure
that future generations have opportunities for good health, as well. We all
play a role in contributing to public health. Whether it is at home, at
school, at work or in our communities we must incorporate preventative
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Sincerely,

care into our lives, and work together to address key social determinants
of health in our communities. By making healthy choices and mobilizing
for health equity, we become examples of the public health return on
investment.

HEI's Favorite Sections of the Article is ..."Public health has known for at
least 2 decades: good health can be achieved at low cost, if right policies
are in place".."We know we have to influence people at the top, but it is
people at the bottom who matter most”

In her_address at the Sixty-Sixth World Health Assembly, Dr. Margaret
Chan, WHO Director-General, discusses past success and future

endeavors of public health. As 2015 quickly approaches, debate
continues on the place of health in the years to follow. Health is a large
contributor to sustainable development and an indicator of
successful development policies. Investing in health can help with
poverty alleviation. However, this must also include a renewed emphasis
on noncommunicable diseases, mental health, and continued efforts to
reach the Millenium Development Goals post-2015. Click here for a full
transcript.

Increasing fairness and health equity also contributes to social
cohesion and stability; something that every community, society and
country is looking for.

Thank you to Broadway Suites for providing HEI with in-kind file
storage space over the last few months.

The content of this section (Sponsor's Corner) of HEI News is usually provided by
the featured sponsor. HEI reserves the right to review and edit all submissions.
HEI does not publish information or news about commercial products and/or
services with the exception of peer-reviewed journals and books from like-minded
publishers. Information to be considered for inclusion in this section includes news
and publications on the sponsor's programs, research efforts, events, and
activities.

HEi Health Equity Initiative

Health Equity Initiative

Health Equity Initiative is a federally recognized 501 (c) 3 nonprofit organization.
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