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A Note from Health Equity Initiative

Since its inception in 2011, Health
Equity Initiative has focused on
advancing health, racial, and social equity
through supporting knowledge, engaging
communities and leaders, and building
capacity to address barriers that prevent
people from leading a healthy and
productive life. This work is multi-faceted
and rarely a smooth journey. Across the
United States and in global settings, the future of this work looks different as
​a result of recent developments and policy changes affecting this mission both
in the United States and globally - but the end goal has not changed.

Unfortunately, many members of our community have been directly affected
by these changes - not only professionally, but also personally. Our thoughts
are with everyone experiencing unprecedented challenges in their daily lives
as a result. We are taking a moment to remind ourselves and each other of
the importance of community and shared goals, as we think of new strategies
to continue advancing health, racial and social equity in a new climate. Our
commitment to these important issues is still unwavering.

Take Action:
It is always beneficial to remind ourselves of the importance of taking care of
ourselves, especially as we continue to take action for a long road ahead.
There is much to work on and the challenges may seem overwhelming and
daunting but we have no choice other than to keep going. At Health Equity
Initiative, we are here to remind you of the places we can start, such as by:

Engaging in conversations on health equity topics and making sure that it

stays on everyone's mind.

Leaning on one another and on the strength of our work.

Joining or volunteering for organizations with shared missions.

Calling/writing to your representatives - click here for tips and click

here to find the names and contact information of your representatives.

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102339970450/86a4663a-4913-44a0-a17b-7740ecec14c4
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102339970450/86a4663a-4913-44a0-a17b-7740ecec14c4
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Resources+and+news+from+Health+Equity+Initiative...and+our+unwavering+commitment+to+health+equity%21%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102339970450/86a4663a-4913-44a0-a17b-7740ecec14c4
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Resources+and+news+from+Health+Equity+Initiative...and+our+unwavering+commitment+to+health+equity%21%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102339970450/86a4663a-4913-44a0-a17b-7740ecec14c4
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102339970450/86a4663a-4913-44a0-a17b-7740ecec14c4
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102339970450/86a4663a-4913-44a0-a17b-7740ecec14c4
https://www.healthequityinitiative.org/
https://guides.lib.berkeley.edu/ContactingOfficials/Tips
https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials
https://www.healthequityinitiative.org/community-leaders-forums.html
https://www.healthequityinitiative.org/community-leaders-forums.html
https://www.healthequityinitiative.org/community-leaders-forums.html
https://www.healthequityinitiative.org/community-leaders-forums.html
https://www.macysinc.com/purpose/mission-every-one/default.aspx
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=86a4663a-4913-44a0-a17b-7740ecec14c4


Advocating for policy and narrative change in collaboration with your

professional networks and on social media.

Disseminating evidence-based information on health, racial, and social

equity to address mis/disinformation.

Sharing resources and opportunities with one another! If you have

resources that you would like to share on this newsletter, fill out this

form and we will publicize them in our next newsletter.

Hope has always carried our work, and hope will continue to carry our work.
HEI looks forward to building strong connections, working with one another
and lifting each other up as we move forward.

In solidarity,

Renata Schiavo, PhD, MA, CCL, Founder and President, Board of Directors
on behalf of everyone at Health Equity Initiative

On Our Reading List:
Focus on Global Health Equity...and Black History
Month Inspiration from A Historic 1964 Interview
with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

  Evaluating global health
initiatives to improve health
equity by Shams El Arifeen, John
Grove, Peter M Hansen, James R
Hargreaves, Hope L Johnson, Mira
Johri & Esther Saville
Health inequality monitoring by
the World Health Organization
America's Gandhi: Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. by Time Staff, Jan.
3, 1964

From our Health Equity Blog

9th National Day of Racial Healing!

Health Equity Initiative has been a proud
participant since the very first National Day
of Racial Healing in 2017. Click here to read
HEI's recent blog post, which includes
resources related to racial healing and
equity.
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https://time.com/6258531/martin-luther-king-jr-time-cover-1964/
https://www.healthequityinitiative.org/blog/9th-national-day-of-racial-healing


  Why Upholding and Building Upon the
Affordable Care Act (ACA) is a Health
Equity Issue

Click here to read more about the
importance upholding and building upon the
Affordable Care Act, which has great
implications for health equity. By Health
Equity Initiative's Founder Renata Schiavo.

October is Health Literacy Month!

Health Equity Initiative's Freelance Project
Coordinator, Paige Hammond, wrote a new
blog post that emphasizes the importance of
health literacy as we consider our health
equity goals. A few tips and resources for
health professionals to keep in mind as they
communicate health topics to differing
audiences are also provided. Click here to
read more!

2023 Annual Report

Health Equity Initiative's 2023
Annual Report can be found on our
website. Click here to learn about
our impact, download the report
and read about HEI's 2023
highlights!

For a direct link to the report, click
here.

Call for Bloggers

Are you interested in
contributing to Health
Equity Initiative's
blog? Please fill out the
application to get
started.

https://www.healthequityinitiative.org/blog/why-upholding-and-building-upon-the-affordable-care-act-aca-is-a-health-equity-issue
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​This is a volunteer
opportunity.

We look forward to
hearing from you!

Opportunities for Engagement: Health Equity
Conferences

May 19-22, 2025: American Hospital
Association Accelerating Health Equity
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia

May 19-20, 2025: National Rural Health
Association Rural Health Equity Conference
in Atlanta, Georgia

September 15-18, 2025: The Center for
Black Health & Equity State of Black Health
in Charlotte, North Carolina

October 9-11, 2025: GLMA Annual
Conference on LGBTQ+ Health in
Minneapolis, Minnesota

#ThrowbackThursday: HEI's Community Leaders
Forums

https://equityconference.aha.org/
https://www.ruralhealth.us/events/schedule/health-equity-conference
https://stateofblackhealth.com/
https://www.glma.org/glmas_annual_conference_on_lg.php


Read and/or listen to community leaders share their experiences,
knowledge, and recommendations on a variety of health equity topics,
including mental health, youth engagement, racial healing, and COVID-

19. Click here to visit our Community Leaders Forum page!

The Community Leaders Forum series is supported by

a generous grant from Macy’s Inc.

Resources from Our Network: Article Collection:
LGBTQIA+ Research

Read through and share
this collection of
LGBTQIA+ research
articles on Mary Ann
Liebert, Inc.'s website.

https://www.healthequityinitiative.org/community-leaders-forums.html
https://www.macysinc.com/purpose/mission-every-one/default.aspx
https://home.liebertpub.com/lpages/lgbtqia-research-collection/402


Resources from Our Network: International
Summer Professional Development Opportunity

Health and Risk Communication in
Pandemics and Beyond: Strategies
for a System Thinking, Community-
Centered, and Equity-Driven
Approach

July 7-18, 2025
The American University of Rome
Rome, Italy

Registration Deadline: May 1st
Participation is restricted to a maximum
of 25 participants. Click here to learn
more and register.

A few partial scholarships are
available for qualifying professionals.
Deadline for application: March 15,
2025

HEI's Founder and Board President, Board
of Directors, Dr. Renata Schiavo, serves as the lead faculty and course
director, in partnership with a group of leading organizations/guest speakers.

A Certificate of Completion will be Awarded by The American University of Rome.

Resources from Our Network: Master of Arts in
Peace Studies & Conflict Resolution

The American University of Rome's new
Master of Arts in Peace Studies & Conflict
Resolution is designed to educate future
professionals, scholars, and activists who
can contribute to global peace-building
initiatives and conflict resolution by

https://aur.edu/health-risk-communication-interpandemic-world
https://aur.edu/


fostering an in-depth understanding of
religion's role in world conflicts, promoting
cultural sensitivity, and addressing the
need for intercultural and inter-religious
dialogues.

Through cross-disciplinary and hands-on
learning, you will gain skills in negotiation,
peace-building, cultural sensitivity, critical
analysis, and written and spoken
communication.

Find more information on the program
here.

Resources from Our Network on Health Equity
and Related Issues

 
​Kaiser Family Foundation: Key Data on Health and Health Care by

Race and Ethnicity

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF): Six Global Trends in
Health Equity

Become a Partner Donate

About Health Equity Initiative

Health Equity Initiative (HEI) is a volunteer nonprofit organization dedicated to building and
sustaining a global community that engages across sectors and disciplines to advance health
equity. By bringing together and enlisting the efforts of the public and private sectors,
professions and communities that have both a stake and an influence on social determinants
of health, HEI advocates for improving conditions and achieving equity in health for all. We
focus on championing transformative change, supporting knowledge, engaging communities
and leaders, and building capacity across sectors and disciplines to address barriers that

https://aur.edu/program/ma-peace-studies
https://www.kff.org/key-data-on-health-and-health-care-by-race-and-ethnicity/?entry=executive-summary-introduction
https://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/how-we-work/learning-and-evaluation/learning-across-global-borders/six-global-trends-in-health-equity.html
https://www.kff.org/key-data-on-health-and-health-care-by-race-and-ethnicity/?entry=executive-summary-introduction
https://www.healthequityinitiative.org/become-a-partner.html
https://www.healthequityinitiative.org/donate.html


prevent people from leading healthy and productive lives.

 
Health Equity Initiative

201 Varick Street, FRNT 1, #328, New York, NY 10014-9998
www.healthequityinitiative.org

Health Equity Initiative is a federally recognized 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.
​All contributions are tax-deductible.
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